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In the past, the Arab countries viewed the environmental issues as not priority
matters compared to other issues related to the state sovereignty and political
stability. Currently, environmental issues in the Arab world are gaining strong
interest political support within the frameworks of the Middle East and its
relations with neighboring countries and the world. Arab countries need to amend
their environmental model towards integrating environmental issues into their

comprehensive national security strategy.

The studyresulted in a number of general and sectorial recommendations, with
a future vision in support of comprehensive, i.e., traditional and environmental
security, as well as national and regional sovereignty. The proposed policies and
recommendations cover various aspects, including environmental institutions,
ecological footprint and development, environmental legislation, education
and scientific research, investment in the environment and sustainable trade,
communication and media. The Arab Region needs to unify its environmental
vision and policies to achieve environmental security, asa basic pillar of the
comprehensive security and preservation of societal and environmental health
and stability.

Gudl oY1 (G161 (0 lmygrg dypall il Sl | 14



Abstract

As a result of the dry environmental conditions and increased development
activities in the Arab Region and their negative impact on the environmental,
the region suffers from environment and natural resources deterioration. The
current situation requires an evaluation of environmental policies and their role
in achieving environmental security in order to ensure stability and peace among
the countries of the region and with the rest of the world. After the world has gone
beyond the traditional thinking about security concepts and its integration into
the environmental dimension, maintaining of national and regional security is
no longer revolving around military force or traditional security as much as it is
related to preserving the environment and natural resource use and sustainable
development. This appears clearer after the so-called Arab Spring and the COVID-19
pandemic. Environmental issues are no longer purely technical subjects covered
through academic approaches, but have become part of the general concept of
national and regional security, as they constitute threats to national security and

justify the interference of super powers in the internal affairs of the Arab countries.

This report deals with Arab environmental policies and their role in achieving
environmental security, while presenting the main environmental challenges
within the framework of the prevailing concepts and considerations, especially
after the politicization of environmental issues in the international relations.
The objectives of this study revolve around assessing the environmental policies
in the Arab Region, presenting the vision and necessary recommendations to
achieve the regional environmental security. Since environmental issues in the
Arab world cannot be evaluated in a strictly Arabic context, the Middle Eastern
and global context have been addressed whenever possible with regard to urgent
issues such as water scarcity, environmental degradation, climate change, energy,
biodiversity, food security, poverty and unemployment, health and epidemics,

pollution, tourism, cyber security, and other pressing environmental issues.
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