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The study started from the importance of the alternative punishments to
imprisonment as one of the pillars of modern criminal policies. It tried to
answer the following problematic: How can it be possible, based on the study
of the reality of alternative punishments in Arab legislation, to plan prospects
for the development of punitive policies, and raise the challenges that they

may face?

Acomplex approach hasbeen adopted, combines the legal analysis approach
of the various legal texts related to alternative punishments, especially in the
legislation of Arab countries, and the jurisprudence implementation of these
alternative punishments; it also uses sociology approach to understand the
realistic dimension, obstacles and challenges that may interfere with the

success of alternative punishments to imprisonment in the Arab countries.

The important findings were :

1. The idea of alternative punishments to imprisonment has emerged since
the mid-nineteenth century. It has gradually become entrenched to become

today a basic option in criminal policy reform.

2. The reality of alternative punishments in the Arab countries is characterized
by varying development. Most countries preserved these penalties in

different forms.

3.Theexperiencesof Arabcountrieshavereachedalevel ofdiversityand practice,

which makes a comparison between them and a study of the obstacles they

Aigils duwlys sdpell Jgall oyl dllul Sbgaell alyadl ligasll
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encountered in implementation a useful matter for the decision-maker.
Indeed, exchanging experiences in this field and conducting reference
comparisons may help in improving choices regarding the drafting of

criminal texts in Arab countries.

4. alternative punishments in the Arab countries faced a number of challenges
to overcome as did countries that already adopted alternative punishment

since long.

5. A set of international standards for alternative punishments crystallized
within three declarations that included the most important international

standards related to alternative punishments to imprisonment.

Important recommendations:

-Working to complete the legal system regarding alternative punishments,
especially the countries that have not allocated provisions for alternative

punishments.

- Crystallizing a punitive policy that is characterized by clarity and harmonyin
making alternative punishments is a real alternative that carries a profound
change related to the vision of the legislator, the public prosecution, and

the judge, whether for the convict or for the punishment.

- Considering international standards and best practices in developing

legislation to activate alternative punishments.

&igils duwl)s :duyell Jgall 6 dyalladul dugdell &l Sugsell | 14



- Expanding the scope of alternative punishments, through the multiplicity
of forms of punishment, and by facilitating the conditions for resorting to

them.

- Considering the various stakes and challenges associated with alternative
punishments in envisioning legal solutions capable of strengthening the

penal system in the direction of reducing resort to prison sentences.

- Strengthening the facilities of the various stakeholders, and developing
institutions for integration, rehabilitation, and follow-up on the

implementation of alternative punishments.

Inviting the media to highlight the importance of alternatives to custodial

sentences and their advantages.

Encouraging and activating the role of civil society organizations in defining
alternative punishments to imprisonment, and demonstrating their positive

effects on the accused, convicts, their families, and criminal justice agencies.
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