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assessment. Third: The structured professional judgment model, which tries
to avoid the defects of the two previous models, as it combines the historical
and clinical factors that are associated with crime, along with the assessment
of experts and health practitioners. Fourth: the integrating model that fo-
cuses on monitoring of individuals with risk management, which aims to
maximize the benefits of treatment and rehabilitation for inmates to reduce
criminal risk. The report also presents instructions about, the application of
structured methods for assessing risk of violence, and how to design a scale to
assess the risks of violence among inmates of penal institutions in the Arab

countries.

Key words: Criminal Dangerousness assessment, violence risk assessment

scales, actuarial model, structured professional judgment model.
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Increasing criminal danger among inmates of correctional institutions
and mental health institutions has become a threat to the public safety of so-
ciety, and the safety of inmates and workers in these institutions. This situa-
tion prompted the criminal justice system to take measures to assess inmates
and determine the extent of the risk, their behavior might pose to others,
and to take the necessary measures to prevent this risk. The assessment was
initially based on the personal experience of judges and prison officers, but
it was not accurate. Accurate assessment of criminal risk requires the use of
scales and measures that are valid, reliable, and able to predict their occur-
rence during a certain period. Over the last four decades, more than 150 risk
assessment measures have emerged. This report provides an overview of the
current state of these scales and reviews the most used scales for assessing
and predicting the risk of violence among inmates of penal and correctional
institutions. The report shows the emergence and development of criminal
risk assessment measures and their types since the end of the 1920s, to the
growing research movement in the 1980s. Several measures of assessment of
dangerousness have emerged in the arena, which have been classified into
four basic models, arranged according to their historical development, name-
ly: First: the clinical model, that relies on the professional experience of judg-
es, correctional officers and health practitioners in the risk assessment of vi-
olence. Due to the dependence of this method on personal experience in the
absence of objective criteria, studies have confirmed that its evaluation does
not exceed the probability of chance. Second: The statistical actuarial model,
which came because of the criticism of the previous model, assumes that past
behavior is an indicator of predicting future behavior and uses statistical al-
gorithms to predict the risk of violence through the historical information of
the individual. One of the shortcomings of this method is that it suffices with

historical factors and does not consider the current dynamic factors in risk
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